
Environmental Classification Lesson Plan 1 

Introduction to Classification (grades 2-3) 

Objectives:  

 Understand the concept of classifying objects 

Procedures:  

 Ask students, "Does anyone know what classification is or how to separate similar 

objects into its own group? " 

 Have students write down what the definition is on the worksheet of classification, which 

is a group of objects that are the same or have a similar characteristic.  

 Explain to students during this activity they will be working according to the color shirt 

they are wearing. Try to have four students in each group. 

 Have students write on their worksheets what color shirts they have and why their shirts 

are similar.  

 Then have students split into pairs in which they believe they both have something in 

common either physically or something they like to do for fun. 

 Make sure students write down on their worksheet what one characteristic they have in 

common than the other two students do.   

 Explain to students for them to understand what classification means, each group will 

come up with their partners and they will tell us what their one characteristic is when they 

share. 

Assessment: 

 Formative assessment will occur when students fill out their worksheet throughout 

working in their group. 

 Summative assessment will occur when students make a short presentation with their 

partner and group on what characteristic they have common,  then students will have to 

remember which two students had the same similarity. 

Materials: 

worksheet 

 

 

 

 



Environmental Classification Lesson Plan 2 

Classifying bugs (grades 2-3) 

Objectives:  

 Identify names of various bugs. 

 Understand the concept of classifying different types of bugs. 

Procedures:  

 Ask students," Does anyone remember what classification means?" (group of objects that 

are the same or have a similar characteristic). 

 Ask students," Have you seen bugs lately and what were the bugs that you saw?" 

 Explain to students today we will be discussing about various types of bugs, which 

include ants, bees, butterflies, lady bugs, grasshoppers, and mosquitoes.  

 Provide color pictures of the bugs either by cut outs or on the computer. 

 Give a brief background on bugs. Explain to students bugs have three different body 

parts: the head, the thorax, and the abdomen. Bugs have a hard covering around there 

bodies that protect their parts inside. Some bugs can fly while others usually crawl 

around.  

 Explain to students today we will be classifying bugs by either if they fly or crawl and 

gluing them onto a piece of construction paper. Students will need to label the one side 

"Bugs that Fly" and another side  "Bugs that Crawl." Then begin gluing bugs onto which 

side they believe the bug fits into. Remind students they will be classifying bugs 

according to if they fly or crawl. All the bugs that crawl are similar just like all the bugs 

that fly are similar.  

Assessment: 

 Formative assessment will occur  when students begin giving feedback if they have ever 

seen a bug and what kind. 

 Summative assessment will happen when students begin to classify their bugs if they 

crawl or fly on their construction paper.  Give hints to students and tell them usually the 

bugs that fly are the ones with wings. Have a few students come up and present what 

bugs they know fly and which bugs crawl. 

Materials: 

worksheet of bugs, crayons or color pencils, construction paper, and pictures of bugs 

 

 



Environmental Classification Lesson Plan 3 

Classifying weather (grades 2-3) 

Objective: 

 Categorize what sunny, rainy, snowy, and windy weather consist of through drawing 

pictures. 

Procedures:  

 Ask students what their favorite type of weather is. 

 Let students know today I will be reading I know that weather by Claire Liewelly; to set a 

purpose to that particular reading, explain to students they will be trying to pick out 

pictures and words that each type of weather has.  

 Read story and stop in the middle to interact with students and ask them what they see. 

 After reading I know that weather by Claire Liewelly, ask students," What different 

pictures or words they use for the different types of weather?" 

 Hand out worksheets. 

 Ask students," Since we have been learning about how to classify items this week can 

anyone tell me what classifying means? " 

 Discuss that today we will drawing three pictures in each type of weather that represents 

it and writing why we choose those three items on the writing worksheet. So an example 

if we had a cloudy day I would put a cloud,  an umbrella in someone’s hand, and a jacket 

because when it’s a cloudy day I see a lot of clouds, usually people carry umbrellas 

incase it does rain, and a jacket since its usually chilly. 

Assessment: 

 Formative assessment will begin when students give answers to what they see for 

each type of weather in the book. 

 Summative assessment will begin when students begin to work on their worksheets. 

Also four students will volunteer to tell the class what they drew and what they wrote 

for that particular weather. 

Materials: 

Worksheet,  I know that weather by Claire Liewelly, and example of a cloudy day  to 

model what students have to complete 

 

 

 

 



Environmental Classification Lesson Plan 4 

Classifying animals by their habitats (grades 2-3) 

Objective: 

 Identify which animals live in rainforests, oceans, arctic regions, and savanna regions. 

 Categorize animals by their habitats. 

Procedures:  

 "Can someone tell me what we learned about yesterday? "( weather) 

 Explain to students there are many different environments where they have the same type 

of weather year round and other environments that have changing weather every seasons 

just like where we live.  

 Explain to students that rainforest have a lot of hot humid moist weather,  oceans are 

made up with large amounts of water that can have different temperatures throughout the 

world, arctic regions are cold, and savanna regions usually warm, which has land covered 

with grass and small trees, that is roughly warm.  

 Write down the different habitats and ask students," What do they think are types of 

animals belong in each?" Ask students," What are we doing  when I am writing the 

names of animals into which habitat they belong into?" (classification)   

 Give students detail that they will be handed four worksheets, which have animals on 

them and they will have to categorize them on construction paper according to which 

habitat they live in.  If students get done quicker than other students, they may also color 

their pictures. 

Assessment: 

 Formative assessment will begin when students have to think about four different habitats 

including rainforest, the ocean, the arctic, and the savanna and which animals belong in 

each habitat. 

 For summative assessment students will have to categorize which animals go in what 

habitat by cutting out pictures of animals and then placing them into their right category 

on construction paper. 

 

Materials: all four worksheets that include all different types of animals, construction paper, 

glue, scissors, crayons or colored pencils, and pencil 



Environmental Classification Lesson Plan 5 

Understanding the concept of classifying (grade 2-3) 

Objective: 

 Demonstrate own activity that teaches students about classifying objects. 

Procedures:  

 Prior to teaching provide topics for classifying objects on the board; for example, rocks, 

leaves, different writing utensils, different pictures for season, pictures of clothing, sea 

shells, and pictures of cars. 

 Explain to students a great way to make everyone know what classifying objects are, I 

will group students into groups of three. Everyone will part take a role either being, a 

student that creates a way you will show the class how you are classifying the objects, a 

recorder( someone who writes down what they will be doing),  and a student that 

encourages other students to stay on task. 

 Choose heterogeneous groups for students and give each students a card facing down, so 

you and the students can't pick their role during their project. 

 Explain to students once they receive their roles, each group will be making a two to 

three minute presentation in front of the class by describing how they classified their 

objects. 

Assessment: 

 Formative assessment will begin when students  work in their groups and begin to 

classify objects as a group. 

 For summative assessment students will have to make a presentation on how they 

classified their objects. 

Materials: rocks, leaves, different writing utensils, different pictures for season, pictures of 

clothing, sea shells, and pictures of cars, construction paper, a large table, and cards that have 

jobs on them. 

 

 

 

 



 

Name:___________________ 

 

1. What is the definition of 

"classification?"______________________________________ 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

2. Names of students in group. 3. Color of shirts 

____________________   ___________________ 

____________________  ___________________ 

____________________  ___________________ 

____________________  ___________________ 

4. Name of Partner.____________________ 

5. What do you two have in common (can be something you two 

like or something you are wearing or have). Write a complete 

sentence. 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



Name:________________________ 

 

sunny windy 

rainy snowy 



Name:______________________ 

Sunny- I choose to draw____________________, 

_________________, and ___________________ because 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

___________________________________________________. 

Windy- I choose to draw____________________, 

_________________, and ___________________ because 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

___________________________________________________. 

Rainy- I choose to draw____________________, 

_________________, and ___________________ because 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

___________________________________________________. 

Snowy- I choose to draw____________________, 

_________________, and ___________________ because 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

___________________________________________________. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


